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MAKING A POSTER 
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THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS: 
 
GRAMMAR,  
LOGIC,  
RHETORIC,  
ARITHMETIC,  
GEOMETRY,  
MUSIC AND ASTRONOMY 
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Philosophia et septem artes liberales 
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CORE MESSAGE 
 
 
› Why 

 
› How? 

 
› Know your audience 

 
› Storytelling 

 
› Arrive early – Test and Arrange – Leave Last 
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A POSTER 
› Why? 
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HOW: OASIS OF BOUNDARIES 
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STORYTELLING 
› Find out who you are talking to 
› Prepare a 2 min. presentation 
› Get them to ask min. one question! 

 
› If people are interested – its good 
› If people are not interested – its normal 
› If a person is very interested – be careful 

 



AARHUS 
UNIVERSITET 

MADS R DAHL 

 



AARHUS 
UNIVERSITET 

MADS R DAHL 

 

12 



AARHUS 
UNIVERSITET 

MADS R DAHL 13 

HOW TO MAKE A GREAT POSTER 

Keep it simple 
 
20-40-40 
 
Tell a clear story 
 
Use high quality illustrations and pictures 
 
Check alignment and spelling 
 
Print a test print 
 
Design viewers take-home message  
 
Make a handout 
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SCIENCE POSTER 
› You may be creative 
› You may be original 
› You may be unusual 

 
› But you must be a scientist! 
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RULE OF THUMB  
› 20 % Text 
› 40 % Graphics 
› 40 % background 
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THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS: 
 GRAMMAR, LOGIC, RHETORIC, ARITHMETIC, 
GEOMETRY, MUSIC AND ASTRONOMY 

22 

Philosophia et septem artes liberales 

Fix it Problem 

Quick Fix Model 
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›    
› Simple font (Arial, Verdana, Tahoma ..) 
› Good contrast to background 
› Rather readable than small 

›  Aligned text, Figure and structure 
› N  o  d  o  u  b  l  e  s  p  a  c  i  n  g 
› No italic 
› Use bulleted points 
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LINKS 
› www.Color.adobe.com/ 
› www.istockphoto.com/ 
› www.iconico.com/colorpic/ 

 
 

http://www.color.adobe.com/�
http://www.istockphoto.com/�
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HOW TO MAKE A GREAT POSTER 
› Keep it simple 
› 20-40-40 
› Tell a clear story 
› Use high quality illustrations and pictures 
› Check alignment and spelling 
› Print a test print 
› Design viewers take-home message  
› Make a handout 
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